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OPERATIONS 
Seventy-nine members of the 34th Aerial Port Squadron were called to active duty in early 
April to deploy for 12 months in support of the global war on terrorism. The reservists left on 
Sunday, April 10 for Charleston AFB, S.C., to join their active duty counterparts at one of the 
busiest military airports in the world. Aerial port personnel are trained to process passengers 
and cargo, load and unload aircraft, whether at a fixed location or in the field, from developed 
or bare bases in any environment. After a period in Charleston they will deploy to classified 
overseas locations to operate aerial ports to meet the mission requirements of American 
troops engaged in operations against terrorism. Members of the 34th APS regularly deploy to 
worldwide locations as part of their annual training requirements. This deployment is the 
largest in the history of the squadron which was formed 20 years ago and is now part of Air 
Mobility Command (AMC) for the Air Force. Most members of the 34th live and work in 
southeastern Wisconsin and northern Illinois.  
 
The 79 deployed members of the 34th Aerial Port Squadron are back home and going through 
the process of demobilization. The members returned in small groups throughout January and 
February. Their journey began last year in April when the Airmen left Milwaukee for 
Charleston AFB, S.C. The reservists performed their normal duties of passenger and cargo 
processing and handling while preparing for deployment, so their active duty counterparts 
could come back home. In preparation for deployment the 440th Airmen received training in 
areas such as weapons, and chemical and biological warfare awareness. Reservists began 
deploying to various places for 120-day deployments in August, September and October, with 
44 heading to Al Udeid Air Base, Qatar; six to Ali Al Salem AB, Kuwait; two to Bagram AB, 
Afghanistan; 17 to Kandahar AB, Afghanistan; five to Manas AB, Kyrgyzstan and one to Ali AB, 
Iraq. The Airmen performed a variety of missions while serving overseas and some worked 
with local nationals. “It was different than when you are just performing your traditional 



reservist job,” said Staff Sgt. Darius Warren, who works in the squadron’s ramp services 
section. “Being in a different place gives the job a different flavor.” Like most of the military 
deployed to the region they worked 12-hour shifts, five to seven days a week in hot, humid, 
dusty and dirty weather. Aerial port operations is a broad career field, said Capt. Glenn 
Evenson, 34th APS operations officer, so reservists need to be ready to work in a number of 
areas when they deploy. “It was a good feeling to be overseas making a difference by doing 
our jobs,” said Tech. Sgt. Bonnie Bast, 34th APS team supervisor. Their work certainly didn’t 
go unnoticed as some squadron Airmen were recommended for various awards, but are 
waiting for approval from CENTAF, said Captain Evenson. “After getting over the anxieties of 
going there and leaving your family, you definitely get used to the environment and enjoy 
your job and feel pride for what you’re doing,” said Captain Evenson. 
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